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Abstract

Abstract

The Master Plan for the Operation of the Center for
Gangwon Studies

Lee Jong-mi

The researches related to regional studies have increased with the
expanded recognition of the distinct cultural and historical characteristics
and identity of each region as a result of the full implementation of the local
self-governing system since the 1990s and the trend of globalization. In
particular, the implementation of the local self-governing system had an
important effect upon the earnest discussion about regional studies. Local
residents need to have an understanding of their region in order to
strengthen their self identity, and the increased decentralization in the future
is expected to heighten the desire for more regional studies.

The Institute of Seoul Studies was established in 1993 on the occasion of
the 600th anniversary of the decision of Seoul as the capital of Korea in
1994. Since then, many research institutes for regional studies were
established in other regions during the mid- and late 1990s. The research
institutes for regional studies were established mainly by the research
institutes of local self-governments, university research institutes and
academic societies and recently the number of the research institutes for

regional studies is increasing with the emphasis on decentralization.
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Since 2016, the Research Institute for Gangwon brought the necessity for
the revival of the Center for Gangwon Studies into focus through Gangwon
Forum, and the ordinance for the establishment and support of the Center
for Gangwon Studies was enacted on June 16, 2017 to prepare the grounds
for the establishment of the Center for Gangwon Studies. The Center for
Gangwon Studies reopened in 2017 in the Research Institute for Gangwon to
make a turning point in the research of Gangwon studies. In order for the
reopened Center for Gangwon Studies to play the role of the platform for
the research of Gangwon studies as a base research institute, it is necessary
to set up a mid- and long-term vision of the general operation of the Center
for Gangwon Studies.

This study aims to set up the phased direction of development of the
Center for Gangwon Studies in the future through the examination of the
internal and external environment surrounding Gangwon studies as well as
SWOT analysis and suggest a desirable way of operation based on the
analysis of the results of the existing researches on Gangwon studies. In
addition, top priority projects will be selected for the establishment of the
identity of the Center for Gangwon Studies and policy directions will be
presented for the establishment of the status of the Center for Gangwon
Studies as the base research institute of Gangwon studies.

The basic data on the principal direction and programs of the Center for
Gangwon Studies was collected through circulating seminars, surveys and
consultation meetings of experts. It was possible to hear the advices on the
practical problems with the researches of Gangwon studies and the desirable
role of the Center for Gangwon Studies and set up the direction of the
operation of the Center for Gangwon Studies through such a process.

To summarize the general opinions suggested in the circulating seminars,

surveys and consultation meetings of experts; firstly the practical problems
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with the researches of Gangwon studies include insufficient human resources
for Gangwon studies, the difficulty in the acquisition of the materials related
to Gangwon studies, the absence of an academic journal related to Gangwon
studies, and the lack of basic data. Various suggestions were made for the
solution of the pending problems and the role of the reopened Center for
Gangwon Studies as the platform in the region including the establishment of
an archive for Gangwon studies, publication of academic journals related to
Gangwon studies, strengthening basic foundation researches, the necessity
for convergence studies, expansion of education, establishment of the system
to train regional experts and set up networks, and the necessity for the
research of northern Gangwon.

The Center for Gangwon Studies has established phased development plans
by collecting the opinions of various regions. Firstly, the focus will be put
on establishing the basic foundation for the implementation of the main
programs of the Center for Gangwon Studies such as system set-up and
network construction and building networks with related organizations and
human resources until 2020 when the foundation for research of Gangwon
studies is completed. During the second phase of the results diffusion period,
the programs with a sound foundation will be complemented and strengthened
and the results of the programs will be spread throughout the nation and
the world by expanding professional manpower and related contents for
systematic implementation of the programs. During the final third phase of
the status establishment period, the status of the Center for Gangwon Studies
as the base research institute of Gangwon studies will be strengthened for
the establishment of the identity of Gangwon studies.

The basic directions of policy implementation set for the achievement of
such plans include conducting programs in the mid to long term, seeking

new regional studies based on digital environment, being a platform
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organization (with the function of a donor research) and encouraging active
participation of the residents. The selected core tasks of the Center for
Gangwon Studies which will be used for the expansion and specific realization
of the programs along with the already completed programs include the
globalization of the heritages of Gangwon Province, systematic collection of
basic data through the maintenance of village records, research of place
names and local dialects through convergence researches, preparing for
reunified Gangwon Province through understanding of North and South
Gangwon Province, and correct understanding of the region through the

development of textbooks on regional studies.
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