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Abstract

Abstract

A Study on Successful Applicants of Mungwa from

Gangwon Province in Joseon Dynasty

Lee, Sang Mu

This study focused on the features of the successful applicants in the civil
service examination in Choson dynasty(§f%), especially applicants who lived
in Gangwon province(YL/f:&). Also, we tried to provide the education and the
civil service examination in Gangwon province with providing the list of
successful applicants who passed the Sogwa(/h}). In this study,
FGukjomunkwabangmok(Ei g3 #HEH ) g, the list of people who passed the civil
service examination in  Chosdn  dynasty was investigated and
FChosonwangjosillok(#Af¥ F&AE#%, The Annals of the Choson dynasty)a,
FSeungjeongwon lgi(&Efz Hit, The Diaries of the Royal Secretariat in
Chosdn dynasty)as were used to tracing the career of the successful

candidates in Gangwon province.

During the period of Chosdn dynasty, the annual number of successful
applicants who passsed the civil service examination in Gangwon province
were 1,873, with the number of people who passed multiple examinations
concurrently. Among these applicants, 229 persons were Munkwa(3Z#}), 856
persons were Saengwonsi(4£&:t), 788 persons were Jinsasi(13EH).
Considering that the population of Gangwon province was about 4.5 percent

of the nation's population at that time, it can't be regarded as the high
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proportion that 2.1 percent of the successful applicants. However,
considering the ratio of applicants to the provincial population, the ratio of
successful applicants in Gangwon province is not considered to be low, 5th

out of 8 provinces except Seoul, the capital of the Chosdn dynasty.

There were 1,735 people who passed the civil service examination in
Gangwon province, without counting the number of people who passed these
exams simultaneously. Among them, 118 applicants passed only the Munkwa,
61 applicants passed both Munkwa and Sangwonsi, 39 applicants passed both
Munkwa and Jinsasi, and 11 applicants passed all these examinations. There
were also 768 people who passed the Saengwonsi, 722 people who passed the

Jinsasi, and 16 people who passed both these two kinds of the Sokwa.

In addition, there were 18 regions which have the successful applicants in
Gangwon province. Among them, Wonju(/&EM) had 84 successful applicants,
the majority of applicants who passed the Munkwa in Gangwon Province,
followed by 55 applicants in Gangneung({If3), 30 in Chuncheon(%)Il), 13 in
Hoengseong(&3f) and 11 in Yangyang(%EPs). The three biggest cities in
Gangwon: Wonju, Chuncheon and Gangneung had 169 successful applicants
among 229 successful applicants in Gangwon. In the case of Sokwa, these
cities also had the majority of the successful applicants. Wonju had 297 in
Sangwonsi, 292 in Jinsasi. Gangneung had 159 in Sangwonsi and 143 in

Jinsasi, and Chuncheon had 110 in Sangwonsi, 114 in Jinsasi.

In Gangwon province, there were 229 successful applicants in 85 family
clans. Among these clans, Gangneung Kim({iTPE4 <) had 17 applicants that
the highest number of successful applicants. And Andong Kim(ZH£[X),
Chogye Chung(Ei2&fK) and Gangneung Choi(fIf&#(K) had 12 applicants

each. Also, 16 family clans produced over 5 applicants during the Choson
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period.

The number of people who passed the civil examination was significantly
increased after the 17th century. The case of Munkwa, 60 applicants passed
in 17th century, 62 applicants in 18th century, and 80 applicants in 19th
century while 5 applicants in 15th century, 22 applicants in 16th century. In
the case of Sangwonsi, 28 applicants were a success by 15th century, 85
applicants in 16th century. But, 200 applicants passed in 17th century, 191 in
18th century, and 348 in 19th century. At last, the case of Jinsasi, 63
applicants passed by 16th century but 141 applicants in 17th century, 186
applicants in 18th century, and 322 applicants in 19th century. The following
studies are needed to explain this drastic increase of the number of

successful applicants after the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592.

According to the archival resources of the past career of these successful
applicants, 103 applicants were Yuhak(%)2), 52 applicants were Sangwon,
and 34 applicants were Jinsa. Also, 61 applicants passed the Munkwa after
they got the Sangwon, and 39 applicants passed the Munkwa after they were
a success in Jinsasi. There were 11 applicants who passed the Munkwa after

achieving both Sangwonsi and Jinsasi.

The average of the ranking of applicants in Gangwon province was 19.7 in
Siknyeonsi(zX&F3), and 23.4 in Jeunggwangsi(38E5at). Considering the average
ranking, the ranking of the successful applicants in Gangwon might be
considered as the close number of the national average. In the case of
Sokwa, the average ranking of applicants in Gangwon was 60,5 in Sangwonsi
and 61.7 in Jinsasi. Considering that the national average ranking was 59.5,
the average ranking of Gangwon province cannot be regarded as the

significant low ranking.
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The average age of the successful applicants in Gangwon province was
37.2 years old in Munkwa, 35.6 years old in Sangwonsi, and 34.1 years old
in Jinsasi. In addition, it took 10.9 years on average to pass the Munkwa
after succeeding in Sangwonsi. And 8.9 years was taken after achieving the
Jinsasi. Also, 5.6 years was taken on average to pass the Munkwa after the

applicants passed both the Sangwonsi and the Jinsasi simultaneously.

The education standards in Gangwon province during the Choson period
was not considered to very low-level considering the national standard of
education in Chosodn dynasty. Also, the proportion of the applicants who
passed the civil service examination was presented the similar results to
other research which dealt with the regionals standard of education in this

period.

About the degree of people who passed the civil service examination in
Gangwon province, 11 applicants were in the first place in Gabgwa(E#t, the
first grade), 9 applicants were in the first grade but the first place, 32
applicants were in the second grade(Z#}), 176 applicants were in the third

grade(A#}), and only one applicant was in fourth grade(T#H}).

There was no one who promoted to the prime minister in Chosdn dynasty
among the successful applicants in Gangwon province. The highest rank of
the officer among these applicants was the Jong 1th grade(51#). In addition,
among 211 successful applicants from Gangwon province, 44.5 percent of
those applicants were confirmed to reach the third highest rank of the

officers(34a) in the Choson dynasty.

This study is to provide the basic results of the civil service examination
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in Gangwon province. To investigate more deeply, the following studies are

needed:

First, comparative provincial research about the civil service examination
should be established. Second, the following studies about the education in
Gangwon province during the period of Chosdn dynasty are needed. Third,
historical research about the diverse field such as politics, economy, society,
and culture is needed. At last, more diverse research on education at the

regional level such as the city or the county is needed.
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