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A Study on the Life and Literature of the
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Abstract

A Study on the Life and Literature of the Women
born of concubine in Gangwon Province

Kang, Myeong—Hye

This paper’ s aim was to pave the way for the establishment of a genealogy
of female writers who came out of the province through studying what the life
was like in this study of female writers born of concubine from Gangwon
Province, What the contents and poetic characteristics of each work are, and
what the women's literary works have in common and differentiate. Lee
Ok-bong, Kim Geum-won, and Park Juk-seo are the subjects of study in this
paper.

First of all, after looking into the trajectory of Okbong's life such as birth,
becoming a believer in Buddhism, annulment of Buddhism, and heroic death, it
is able to conclude that Okbong lived a life equivalent to a quasi—hero. It is
largely due to Okbong's inner desire rather than to the objective aspect of
Okbong. In other words, Okbong's desire to become status and role of a father
and a husband turns out to have dreamed of a career in government service
in depth. However, this is not a superficially conscious and purposeful desire,

but rather a subconscious oriented desire of imitation. Geumwon recognized
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that 'people - civilized man(Joseon's man) - male - wealth’ is to live a
human's life and expressed his dissatisfaction with it in a very severe way.
Her desire is to live as a human being like a man, but she was deeply
disappointed that she could not speak her mind in the established reality, and
she kept on talking about it. She appears to be resisting social power.
Compared to other women expressing their desires indirectly through their
works, she has outspoken in her point of view. Jukseo was a very passive
person. Instead of expressing her desire in a positive way, she took an
objective view of the practical barriers and reflected her self-mocking and
cynical attitude in her works. In this sense, she called herself Banahdang,
meaning of half mute dwelling Other than that, Jukseo showed persistent
attachment to his hometown. The reason for this was that Jukseo's hometown
was the place where she took root like Bupyeongcho, a floating weed and it
was a device that allowed her to escape from the feeling of wanderer

Looking at the world of work, Okbong's works are 1) the intersection of
metaphysical desire and reality, 2) the space-time condensation and expansion.
Features that penetrate the work of Geumwon are 'aesthetics of positivity and
brightness', showing a wide variety of genres, delicate expressions, positive
minds and dazzling color styles. By comparison, Jukseo was characterized by
Epiphani's aesthetics, that is, a poet's duty and pride, a sense of traveler's
consciousness and nostalgia.

Similarities of three poets are 1) the writers who was born or lived in
Gangwon Province, 2) the Women born of concubine, 3) concubines who had no
child 4) writers of outstanding ability 5) father's absolute support for them, 4)
writing ability as power to stand up for themselves, which means that they had

pride in having as much intelligence as any other scholar of the Joseon Dynasty.
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As differences between them, 1) their personalities vary according to their
father's position. Okbong's father was a royal family and Okbong had the pride
of the royal family, while Geumwon was from a wealthy and noble class and
achieved what she wanted. Coming from humble family background, Jukseo
always lacked confidence in everything 2) Okbong was the most aggressive in
character, followed by Geumwon and Jukseo. 3) Okbong's pride was
unacceptable and ended his tragic life. Geumwon led a peaceful life with
flexible way of life, and Jukseo was always frustrated by his passive attitude
and became obsessed with nihilism leading to an unhappy life.

These women share and differentiate between them, but they can be defined
as women in Gangwon Province who lived their lives fiercely and proudly as

writers, expressing their own rebellious ways of looking at the world.






29 MZ ofysol
S5ty g7

A Study on the Life and Literature of the Women born
of concubine in Gangwon Province

2019 128 QU4
2019 12¥

0%t ot

2t 1o

— o
65) AT =HA FYE 5
: (033) 250-2980
HO|X| : http://www.gangwonstudies.re.kr

Ot X <5 NE uk
H b N
N

Ly

0| Mol M2l LHE2 ZXE YABH: Bt XAIRE0| QIgE 4
OCHMALE BARS Zsh|Ct,

[ =]

P\

Ol e 2 oimslel BAsie} SHEA| LxisHe 22 ORLICE






22 MZ ojMsel gt
S| 7L

A Study on the Life and Literature of the Women born
of concubine in Gangwon Province

|
Kang Myeong-Hye MYt




24265 HE= EXA| SYE 5 ZRATH ZASIATME
TEL. 033-250-2980, 2983
http: //www.gangwonstudies.re.kr

93810

ISBN 978—89—-5705—-756—8 93810 ‘“

97788957 "057568
ISBN 978-89-5705—756-8



